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political import.    The most acute of these problems is the
attitude of the Moslem population on the question of land, ^
The official estimate of the population of Palestine is as
follows :—Moslems, 682,443 ; Jews> J54>33° ? and Christians,
80,225. The Moslems and Jews of Palestine have for centuries
led an existence, if not of absolute racial enmity, at least of mutual
estrangement and disparagement, but till lately their interests
have seldom clashed to an extent that has disturbed the relative
peace. The Jews have regarded the Moslems as disquieting
neighbours of dangerous propensities while the Moslems have
looked upon the Jews as an unavoidable and perhaps necessary
evil. In their business transactions they made what use of each
other they could, and lost few opportunities of mutual exploita-
tion. With the advent of Zionism, when money and immigrants
poured in from abroad, came the triumph of Judaism. Vast
extents of land were purchased, quite legitimately, from the
Moslems for the purpose of Jewish colonization. Many of
these estates had been neglected by their former owners, whose
methods of cultivation were extremely primitive. Many tracts
had been rendered almost uninhabitable by the prevalence of
malaria. The enthusiasm, the wealth at their disposal, and the
personal effort of the Jews overcame all difficulties,
It was a form of colonization such as the world had seldom,
if ever, seen—the return to the Homeland of a people after
2,000 years of exile ; the realization that here at last, in an
atmosphere of deep religious tradition, an end to all their
wanderings, and consequent peace, were to be found* Nor was
this all, for every rock, every grain of sand was sacred soil.
The land, too, was there for the immigrant to cultivate, either by
purchase or, far more commonly, by installation upon estates
held by the Jewish National Fund. Due care was taken as to the
qualifications of the immigrant. With such enthusiasm had
Zionism been received by the Jews of Europe and America
that vast sums of money were available for immigration, for
education, public health, religion, and for the development of the
towns and the creation of industries. Education has received
unceasing support. Twenty thousand Jewish pupils to-day
attend the colleges and schools. Infant welfare, hospitals^
clinics, and the training of nurses and branches undertaken by
the Hadassah—Women's Zionist Organization of America—
while a " Workers' Sick Fund " has its own medical system,
In short it is Judaism successful and triumphant*

